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SALMON

The anadromous Pacific salmon fisheries of the United States are of great
importance from Eristol Bay, Alaska, to the Sacramento River, California. As
early as 1829, settlers in the Northwest were salting and exporting salmon from
the great runs up the Columbia River. By 1840 a few salting stations had been set
up on Alaska shores, but salmon were first canned along the Sacramento River.
By 1936, the peak year for the Pacific salmon fisheries, more than 100 canneries
engaged in canning most of the 791 -million-pound catch of U.S. fishermen.

In the years since, the Pacific salmon have been sharply reduced in number
because of pollution, diversion and power dams, overfishing, and reduction of
spawning grounds. Despite all this, csalmon is still one of the most valuable
fishery resources of the United States. The 310 million pounds caught in 1961
brought $52 million to the fishermen, while the fishery products prepared by the
processors were valued at over $124 million. The commercial fishery for salmon
is principally by purse seines, gill nets, beach seines, and by trolling.

Five kinds of salmon (known by a variety of names) come from Pacific waters:
sockeye, chinook, coho, pink, and chum. Pacific salmon spend most of their lives
in the ocean; when mature, they return to spawn in their home streams. Some go
a short distance upstream, others go as much as 2,000 miles upstream to spawn;
all dle after they spawn, Months later the new generation emerges from the gravel.
Some young make their way downstream to the sea immediately; others remain in
fresh water for a year or two.

--Conservation Note 15, "Commercial Fisheries of the Pacific Coast,"
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.
(Available free from Division of Publications, BCF, 1801 N. Moore St.,

Arlington, Va, 22209.)




